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The French
road to fusion 

Blunt
cutting
edge

Ratings: ❍ adequate, �
good, �� very good,
��� outstanding, X poor

The attention-seeking lamp-seat dominates its gallery 

ON THE street is where the ICA
wants to be, mixing it with DJs, radi-
cal designers, crazy artists and any-
o n e  e l s e  v a g u e l y  h i p  a n d
contemporary. The street it’s cur-
rently loitering on is a French one. In
Many Ways, featuringPierre Huyghe,
M/M, Philippe Parreno and R&sie…
(François Roche and Stéphanie
Lavaux), brings together two artists,
a graphic design team and an archi-
tectural practice, all French and all
committed to urban cool. Together
they have produced a collaborative
exhibition, a sort of art/design/
architectural fusion that looks like a
cross between a club and a Hoxton
boutique.

A hard-edged urban aesthetic,
matched with aggressive but likeable
clubby soundtracks, is conjured in
videos by Huyghe and Parreno. In the
better of the two pieces, the lights in
two model tower blocks flicker on and
off creating an increasingly swift and
complex light show choreographed to
music.

The boutique aesthetic is picked up
in the middle room of the lower
gallery, filled as it is by colour, light
and a weird lamp-cum-seat. Posters
by graphic designers M/M — some
faux-punk, some faux-Belle Epoque
— form the background wallpaper.
On the floor a TV plays, on a loop, a
Björk video co-directed by M/M. It is

the attention-seeking lamp-seat that
dominates the room. Designed by
Huyghe, M/M and Parreno, it con-
sists of a “central seating cluster”
from which a spine of tubes extends
upwards and individual tubes then
stretch out, tentacle-like, across the
ceiling feeding numerous light-emit-
ting pods.

A room upstairs contains the best
work, however. It is a carpet that,
using different shades of blue,
records the light and shadow that fell
on a floor one evening in 2000 — an
idea that’s cute, lightly moving and
throwaway in equal measure.

While neither stunning nor signifi-
cant, this exhibition is probably an
accurate guide to the direction of
some visual contemporary culture.
All the collaborators are committed
to complexity, urban messiness and
organic forms. Straight lines and
empty white spaces are out.

�Until 20 January. Information:
020 7930 3647.

IN MANY WAYS THE
EXHIBITION HAS ALREADY

HAPPENED �

ICA

Nick Hackworth

THE TUBES ❍
Astoria, W1

Max Bell

THE BROTHERS MARQUEZ �
Hampstead Theatre

Bruce Dessau

EMINEM fans listen up.
Your rappy hero wasn’t the
first pop star wielding a
chainsaw in public. Back in
1978, the Tubes singer Fee
Waybill pre-empted
Marshall Mathers during a
UK tour by pulling his
Husqvarna out. Sadly, he
then fell off stage, fulfilling
the show-business adage,
hey, break a leg.

As glam rocker Quay Lewd
(you had to be there, folks),
the man born John Waldo
pushed his San Francisco-
based, theatrical rock troupe
to the limits of taste and
decency. Their big hit, White
Punks On Dope, was
considered inflammatory
enough to get them banned
in, er, Portsmouth.

The Tubes are too decrepit
for those shenanigans now,
yet they still appeared at the
Astoria trussed up like the
principal boys and girls in a
porno panto. Waybill’s
strength is as a satirist,
however, and he didn’t
convince anyone of his
lampooning skills last night.

Fronting a fake Tubes who
might have failed a Pontin’s
talent contest, ol’ Fee
bumbled around waving a
variety of dildos at the
audience and fanning off his
burlesque stripper
accomplices — the Cell-U-
Lites? — like a snake-oil-
selling perv.

The nadir of the evening
arrived during the
monstrously offensive
Pigeonhole Girl, which even
exhausted the patience of
the tongues-out Trevors in
my vicinity.

I’m not averse to a smidgen
of filth, after all rock ’n’ roll
isn’t organised religion, but,
apart from casting himself
as the anti-Bono, there was
little to admire in Waybill
and friends going down the
tubes.

www.thisislondon.co.uk/theatre
www.thisislondon.co.uk/music

The Olivier Award winning musical
RETURN TO THE

FORBIDDEN PLANET
A rockin 'n' rollin Christmas treat
SAVOY 020 7836 8888
Mon-Thu 7.30, Fri and Sat 4.45 & 8.15
All Kids 1/2 price EVERY perf !

EDDIE VICTORIA
IZZARD HAMILTON

& PRUNELLA SCALES in
A DAY IN THE DEATH OF

JOE EGG
'HILARIOUSLY FUNNY' D.Tel
Comedy Theatre 020 7369 1731
Mon - Sat 7.30pm, Thu & Sat 2.30pm
'ON DAY £15 TIX AVAIL - CALL NOW'

BRENDAN FRANCES
FRASER O'CONNOR

NED GEMMA
BEATTY JONES

Tennessee Williams' magnificent' Mail

CAT ON A HOT
TIN ROOF
'MAGNIFICENT' S. Times
LYRIC 020 7494 5045/cc 7344 4444
Mon-Fri 7.30, Mat Thu 3, Sat 4 & 8.00

LAST 4 WEEKS

CHITTY CHITTY
BANG BANG
Perfs from 19 March
LONDON PALLADIUM 020 7494 5572
cc 020 7344 4444. Groups 020 7494 5454
www.chittythemusical.co.uk

A COMEDY MASTERPIECE

'ART'
A Phenomenon' The Times
*THE LATEST HIT IN TOWN*
WHITEHALL 7369 1735/7344 4444
Mon-Sat 8.15, Wed 3, Sat 5

Niall Buggy
Diane Fletcher, Edward Peel
RNT Production of JB Priestley's

AN INSPECTOR CALLS
' THE PRODUCTION PACKS A
FORCEFUL DRAMATIC PUNCH
and continues to set a standard
of quality for the rest of the
West End' MoS Sept 2001
Tues-Fri 7.45, Wed & Thur 2.30pm
Sat 5pm & 8.15pm
Playhouse Theatre 7494 5372

NEW AMBASSADORS 020 7369 1761
ZOE WANAMAKER, ANNA CHANCELLOR

BOSTON MARRIAGE
by DAVID MAMET
www.bostonmarriage.co.uk
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, Sat Mat 3pm

�BUDDY�
The Buddy Holly Story
STRAND THEATRE Box Off & cc
(no fee) 0870 9013356
cc (no fee) 020 7344 4444/7420 0000
Groups 020 7413 3321/020 7436 5588
Tues-Thurs 8.00, Fri 5.30 & 8.30
Sat 5.00 & 8.30. Sun at 4.00
1/2 PRICE FRI 5.30 PERF
Leaves the West End 3 March
Prior to European Tour

CATS
NEW LONDON Drury Lane WC2
BO 020 7405 0072 (bkg fee) CC 24hr 7344
4444 Grps 7400 5007/7413 3311
www.ticketmaster.co.uk
THE ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER/TS ELIOT
INTERNATIONAL AWARD WINNING MUSICAL
Eves 7.30, Mats Tue & Sat 3.00
Bars Open at 6.45. Discount car park on site
No Perfs 24, 25 Dec, No mat 1 Jan
Extra mats 27, 28 Dec & 2 Jan

ALONE IT STANDS
Irish Comedy By John Breen
'Brilliant' The Irish Times
50 performances only !
From 27 December
Duchess Theatre 0870 890 1103

FINAL SEDUCTIONS !
ONLY 5 MORE WEEKS TO SEE
LINDA GRAY in

THE GRADUATE
Adapt & Dir. By Terry Johnson
'LINDA GRAY IS THE MRS ROBINSON
WE'VE BEEN WAITING FOR' BBC LDN
Mon-Sat 8pm, Thurs & Sat mat 3pm
GIELGUD 0870 890 1105/020 7314 2808
FINAL LONDON PERFORMANCE 19 JANUARY

'Hilarious performances'. S. Tel
ERIC ROBERT

SYKES DAWS
and ROBERT DUNCAN

CAUGHT IN THE NET
'Ray Cooney's wonderfully funny sequel
Run For Your Wife' D.Tel
VAUDEVILLE 020 7836 9987
'IT'S BRILLIANT' E.Std
Eves 8pm, Sat 5 & 8.15pm, Mat Thu 3pm

Theatres CINDERELLA
A Spectacular Family Pantomime
Westminster Theatre
8th December - 5th Jan
Box Office 020 7834 0283 c/c

J.B. PRIESTLEY'S
'Boldly updated whodunnit' IoS

DANGEROUS CORNER
GARRICK 020 7494 5085
THIS TAUT, ENJOYABLE THRILLER:
A cocktail of murder & mystery' Exp
'Striking performances from
Rupert Penry-Jones and
Dervla Kirwan' Gdn
Eves 8pm, Mats Wed 3pm, Sat 4pm
Extra Mat Thu 27 Dec 3pm

Battersea Power Station 020 7501 3901/
020 7957 4090
On-Line www.ticketmaster.co.uk.
Or book at on site box office

Cirque Du Soleil
Quidam
Now Playing Eves 7.30pm, Mats Sat, Sun 3.30

Royal National Theatre/Market Theatre
Johannesburg Production

THE ISLAND
OLD VIC 020 7369 1722
from 15 Jan
FINAL LONDON SEASON

“IRRESISTIBLE“
”COMIC TREAT”

Evening Standard

“EXHILARATING“
The Guardian

“HILARIOUS“
The Times

“BRILLIANT“
Daily Mail

DONMAR
WAREHOUSE

PRIVATES
ON PARADE

Bloomsbury Theatre 020 7388 8822
Eric Richard in Charles Dickens'

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Limited Season Until 6 January

CHICAGO
ADELPHI
cc 24hrs (£1 bkg fee) 020 7344 0055
on-line www.chicagothemusical.com
Claire Sweeney
Leigh Zimmerman
Neil McCaul  Paul Rider
WINNER ! OUTSTANDING MUSICAL
Olivier Awards '98
'KILL FOR A TICKET'M.o.S
Mon-Thu 8, Fri 5 & 8.30, Sat 3 & 8
EXTRA MAT SUN 30 DEC 3PM

BLOOD BROTHERS
by WILLY RUSSELL
PHOENIX BO/CC 020 7369 1733 CC 7344
4444/ 7420 0000 (Fee). Grps 0800 614903

BEST MUSICAL
Olivier/Drama Awards
Plays & Players/Ivor Novello Awards
‘A milestone in British musicals' S.Exp
Eves 7.45, Mats Thu 3.00, Sat 4.00
Extra Mats fri 28 Dec &
Fri 4 Jan 4pm. ALL SEATS 2 FOR 1

�FAME�
'BREATHTAKING' Ind

�FAME�
'DANCE DYNAMITE' Exp
Mon-Thurs 7.30 Fri 5.30 + 8.30
Sat 3 + 7.30, 1/2 price tickets Fri 5.30 !!
NOW BOOKING TILL AUGUST 2002
Christmas Performances
No perfs 24 & 25 Dec
extra mats 26 Dec & 2 Jan at 3pm
CAMBRIDGE THEATRE: 020 7494 5080

Queens Theatre 0870 890 1110

JRR TOLKIEN's
THE HOBBIT
Strictly Limited Season

LAST WEEK’S OPENINGS — WHAT THE CRITICS SAID
KEY Good OK Awful
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No review

The Lord of 
the Rings

The Deep End

American Outlaws

Djomeh

Blue Velvet

No Man’s Land

South Pacific

Privates on Parade

FILM

THEATRE

IT IS not difficult to see why
real-life siblings John and Mar-
tin Marquez have attracted the
attention of television compa-
nies. Their character comedy in
the Spanish-themed Snowbull is
likeable, imaginative and
sharply observed, conjuring up a
mixture of instantly recognis-
able archetypes and hitherto
unexplored personae. High
points are Dave the footie hooli-
gan and flamenco-fop Paco. The
rat-like John is excellent as the
thuggish Dave.

Where the show stumbles a lit-
tle is in linking essentially self-
contained pieces to create a
tenuous cod narrative about the
cathartic powers of a mythical
white bull. This storyline
enables the heavier-set Martin to
don a convincing bull’s head and
tights. It gets a laugh but it is an
easy one, as is John’s Jacko
moonwalk. More impressive are
the subtler moments, such as the

New-Age footballer, caught out by
his sheepskin-clad manager as he
feng shui’s the changing room.

The chemistry between the duo
is apparent and clearly long-stand-
ing: gaps during set changes are
filled by nicely twee home movies
of the twosome as toddlers.
Clearly accomplished actors, the
brothers don’t aspire to be hip,
just funny, and they mostly suc-
ceed. Their problem is not form,
but format.

Neither sitcom or sketch show,
which way do they go from here?
Now that’s what you call the horns
of a dilemma.

�Until 12 January. Box office:
020 7722 9301.

Horns of plenty

X
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